Architect: Tom Doak
C O U R S E : ST. PAT R I C K ’ S L I N KS

Design principle:
Deliver a great adventure
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When Mark Twain called golf a
good walk spoiled, he’d probably had a run-in with some
badly arranged holes. A great
routing does the opposite:
Rather than put a damper on
your outing, it surprises and
delights—a journey of discovery interrupted by attempts
to get a ball into the hole.
Take St. Patrick’s Links,
Tom Doak’s new course in Ireland. With all of his designs,
top priority is to keep things
walkable. “My rule of thumb is
that if I give you long enough
between holes to check your
cellphone, I’ve screwed up,”
he says.
Great routings don’t repeat,
but they can rhyme. The
round, Doak insists, should
have a rhythm and a flow, with
holes that vary in length, difficulty and direction. St. Patrick’s checks those boxes,
working across all points on
the compass, on a site where
the wind often shifts as well.
As with other first-rate routings, there’s a sense of exploration, unique to the location.
You know you’re by the sea but
only as you move from the 3rd
green to the 4th tee, passing
through the shadow of the
coastal dunes, does the course
give you its first reveal. That
early glimpse of Sheephaven
Bay is echoed, more emphatically, on 14, a dogleg-right par
4 that bends along the water,
and even more so from the
16th tee, the course’s high
point. The coastal view from
there is staggering, but you
almost don’t see it coming,
as Doak brings you to it with
a series of short uphill walks.
“On a hilly property, you’re
trying to sort out the sequence
to get up to a beautiful vantage point without having
any bad holes along the way,”
Doak says. “A lot of people
have already commented on
how we snuck up on that dramatic view.”

